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POINTE-CLAIRE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

 
The Pointe-Claire Horticultural Society is a non-profit association whose aim is to foster interest 

in all types of gardening. 

 

The Society generally meets at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  No monthly 

meetings in July, August and December. 

 

We have guest speakers (either in-person or virtually) and hold various events throughout the 

year. This may include a plant sale, a plant exchange, members’ garden tours and an outing. 

 

Meetings are conducted in English.  Virtual meetings are held via Zoom.  In-person meetings 

are held at the Arthur Seguin Park, 365 St-Louis Ave., Pte-Claire. 

 

The annual family membership is $20.00.  Visitors are asked to pay $5.00 for each 

event/meeting they attend. 

 

Effective September 1st, a family membership is $10.00 for the balance of our society year Feb. 

to Jan incl. 

 

Members are entitled to a discount at certain local nurseries.  Bring your membership card.   
 

LA SOCIÉTÉ D’HORTICULTURE DE POINTE-CLAIRE 
 

La société d’horticulture de Pointe-Claire est une association à but non lucratif qui a comme 

objectif d’encourager la pratique de tous les types de jardinage. 

 

Ses membres se réunissent généralement le quatrième mercredi du mois à 19 h 30 tous les 

mois. Il n’y a aucune réunion mensuelle en juillet, août et décembre.  

 

La Société invite des conférenciers et organise plusieurs événements chaque année. 

Généralement, au cours de l’année, ces événements comprennent une vente de plantes, un 

échange de plantes, des visites de jardins des membres et une excursion. 

 

Les réunions, qui se déroulent en anglais, ont lieu en personne au parc Arthur Seguin, 365 Ave 

St-Louis, Pte-Claire.  

 

La cotisation familiale annuelle est de 20 $. Les visiteurs doivent payer 5 $ par réunion ou 

événement auquels ils assistent. 

 

Après le 31 août, la cotisation est réduite à 10 $ pour le reste de l’année (Fev. à Jan.). 

 

Les membres ont droit à une réduction chez certains pépiniéristes locaux.  Apportez votre carte 

de membre.  
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2023 PROGRAM  
Wednesday, 
January 25 - 7:30 pm 
(members only)                          

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
A trip to Panama  
Presented by Doreen Murphy                  via Zoom 

  
Beaconsfield meeting 
Tuesday  
February 8 – 7:00 pm 

Lesser Known Perennials 
Presented by  Robert Pavlis 
                                                                       Via Zoom 

  

Wednesday, 
February 22 - 7:30 pm 

Succulents 
Presented by Christie-Ann Lovat                 via Zoom 

  

Wednesday, 
March 22 - 7:30 pm 

Drought tolerant plants 
Presented by  Anna Mizyn                               via Zoom 

  

Wednesday, 
April 26 - 7:30 pm. 

Bees & Butterflies: pollinators  
Presented by Annie Martin                      in person 

  

Wednesday, 
May 24 - 7:30 pm 

Edible gardening 
Presented by Guillaume Peland         in person 

  
SUNDAY 
May 28 - 10:00 - 11:00 am   

PLANT SALE     
(PLEASE NOTE THE DAY – used to be a Saturday)                            
Location:  A green space off the parking lot for the Valois Train 
Station  

  

Sunday, 
July 9 -  start time TBD  

Members' Garden Tour   
We will host clubs from St. Donat and Martintown for 
an all-day affair.  Plan to bring a lunch.               

  

Saturday 
August – date/time TBD 

 
Outing:  Bus Tour in the countryside to unknown destinations.  

  

Wednesday, 
Sept 27 - 7:30 pm 

Putting the garden to bed 
Presented by Wanda Mitkiewicz 
Seed Collection Demo by our members       in person 

  

Saturday  
September 9 – 10:00 am  

Trading Post: a plant exchange  
 A park in Pte. Claire 

  

Wednesday, 
October 25 - 7:30 pm 

Various workshops:  seed exchange, forcing bulbs (sign up 
req’d), dividing perennials, et.al.                   in person 

  

Wednesday, 
November 22 - 7:30 pm. 

Party Time at the PCHS:   
Build a wreath workshop (sign up req’d) , details in the BUZZ 
Party games for those not building stuff 
Wear a funny garden hat you created 
A Members only event                                     in person 
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HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY 
  
The Valois area of Pointe-Claire was settled in part by people who brought their love of 
gardening with them. A small group of these gardeners decided to attract kindred spirits by 
forming a gardening society. In the early spring of 1933, the Valois Citizen’s Association 
appointed a committee, under Chairman Thomas Dick, for the purpose of encouraging 
gardening in the neighbourhood.  The result of the committee’s work was the formation of the 
Valois Horticultural Society in May 1934. 
 
The Society began to hold monthly meetings at the Church of the Resurrection on Mount 
Pleasant Ave. and flower and vegetable shows were held. Garden competitions also took place 
in which members could enter their gardens in different categories. The fledgling Society’s 
motto was “Have a Garden This Year.”   
 
When Valois was incorporated into the City of Pointe-Claire, the Valois Horticultural Society 
decided to follow suit and became the Pointe-Claire Horticultural Society (PCHS).  Around 
1966/67, the Lakeshore Rose and Bloom Show was initiated. This annual event brought three 
West Island horticultural societies – Pointe-Claire, Beaconsfield and Dorval – together in lively 
competition until 2001.  It was held solely by Pointe-Claire until 2019.  
 
In May 1999 PCHS held the first of what has now become an annual spring plant sale in the 

park opposite the Valois train station.   
 

AND NOW: 
 
When the Church of the Resurrection found a new landlord in November of 2019, the PCHS 

found a new home at St. Columba by-the-Lake church.  Since then, we have found a new home 

for our meetings at the Arthur Seguin park, 365 St-Louis Ave., Pte-Claire.  We will hold our “in-

person” meetings in the lower hall and the evening will consist of society news and a 

presentation or demonstration followed by tea/coffee and baked goodies. 

 
Wanda M., our President, and Nathalie, who looks after our outings, have been most 
persuasive and this has swelled our membership to nearly 170 people coming from many 
different communities - - two even live in Ontario.  One doesn’t have to live in Pointe Claire to 
become a member. 
 

The Pointe-Claire Horticultural Society is now 89 years young (2023) and we hope to celebrate 
this anniversary in person this year.  Come join the fun and bring a friend or two - - new members 
and visitors are always welcome.  We encourage our members to try new approaches to 
gardening by offering a stimulating diverse program.  Our Program Committee is searching for 
new and interesting speakers and plans to hold our annual plant sale, a full day garden tour, a 
plant exchange and a few workshops.  In addition, we are working on an outing to a new 
destination where we hope to find new ideas and plants to work into our gardens.   
 

Life Members 
Lorna Cappelli                             Maria Costa                                Margaret Jackson   
Doreen Murphy                            Mary Jill Quinlan                        Joan Whattam 



5 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
 
The past year was rather different for our Horticultural Society, in that we shared 
speakers with other clubs both over Zoom and in person and invited all 2021 members 
to retain their membership at no cost.  In addition, many new members joined our club 
and we ended the year with 169 names on file.  We were able to meet new speakers, 
enjoyed 2 separate tours of our gardens, experienced an amazing bus outing and 
organized our usual plant sale and plant exchange events.   
 
The City of Pointe-Claire continues to support our group with access to the city parks 
and this year they helped with the finances for our outing (renting a bus is expensive - - 
especially one with “facilities”).  The ever-popular Spring Plant Sale, organized by 
Irene Perstinger, was, once again, the most successful one to date.  Our Trading Post 
(a plant exchange between members) was organized by Irene and Anne Brohan and, 
as usual, was well attended.   
 
Over the past year we heard from some new guest lecturers and were reacquainted 
with known favourites:  New presenters we met through Zoom included Claude 
Daccord, a landscape architect, Sean James who demonstrated how to prune trees 
and shrubs and Robert Pavlis who shared with us his 6 acre garden (Aspen Grove 
Garden) and his design highlights.  Also, via Zoom, we revisited Christie-Ann Lovat 
who told us all about climbing plants, Annie Martin who presented a wealth of 
information about the conservation of nature in our own backyard and Paul Zammit 
who shared things he learned on his various travels.  We shared lectures with the 
Beaconsfield Club and Hudson invited us to an “in-person” meeting with Paul Zammit.  
 
Now that Covid-19 is regarded as more of a hindrance than a threat and we are almost 
back to normal - - well it’s now called the “new normal” - - we have had the pleasure of 
visiting one another during our various garden jaunts.  Nathalie Hadida and Diane 
Durant outdid themselves this year.  We were treated to 2 delightful tours of our 
members gardens, each garden distinctly different and an unbelievable escapade up 
and down the hills of St. Donat where we saw 5 huge beautiful gardens. 
 
Our Society is now being treated to a wonderful newsletter called the Buzz that Patricia 
Vollstaedt publishes at various times throughout the year.  We also have a great 
website that Sabrina Alfonso keeps current and this year it includes a new membership 
form that allows for an electronic transfer of funds.   
 
Our thanks go out to all who organized these events, who opened their gardens on the 
tours, who cared for the Paradise Project flower bed, who donated items to the sales 
and trading post events and who volunteered to help in so many ways.  We are always 
pleased to see anyone who volunteers for one of our many sub-committees and we 
currently have openings for the Trading Post and Program Committee.  Please contact 
Wanda Mitkiewicz 514-695-3147 or wandamit@hotmail.com.   
 

mailto:wandamit@hotmail.com
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PROPOSED EXECUTIVE OFFICERS  
 

President                       Wanda Mitkiewicz 
Vice President               Irene Perstinger 
Secretary                       Mary Jane de Koos 
Treasurer                       Moira Miller-Valentine 
 

RESOURCES 
 

Community Service 
 Library Flowers         Catherine Pikulik 
 Paradise Garden       Jane Marie Carroll/Linda Dumas 
 

Liaison Positions 
 Meeting Hall                OPEN/Doreen Murphy 
 City     W.Mitkiewicz/M.J.de Koos 
 

Society Maintenance 
 Assistant treasurer D. Murphy 

G-mail/geek stuff  D. Murphy/S.Eichholz 
Membership   D. Murphy 

 Newsletter (Buzz)  P. Vollstaedt 
 Outings    N. Hadida/D. Durant 
    Garden tour(s) 
     Bus trip 
 Photography   E. Pasku 
 Plant sale &   I.Perstinger/OPEN 
    Trading Post 
 Prizes/raffle   I.Perstinger 

Program Comm.  N. Hadida/I. Perstinger/D. Murphy 
Publicity    S. Eichholz 
Refreshments  N. Hadida/D. Durant 
Website/mail list  S. Alfonso/OPEN 

 Zoom    E. Alloul/D. Murphy 
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SPRING PLANT SALE         MAY 28, 2023 
                                                                                                                 SUNDAY (not the usual Saturday) 

LOCATION: Valois Station Parking lot Green Space. 

TIME:  10:00am to 11:00am   

DELIVERY OF DONATIONS: 9:00am – 9:45am. 
 

VOLUNTEERS:  

 

Please arrive early to:  
➢ help members unload their donations and place them on the appropriate 

table 
➢ ensure plant pricing at your table is consistent with other tables. 

 
And don’t forget to: 

✓ choose one plant and put it aside, prior to the start of the sale. 
✓ have fun and encourage people to buy everything we’ve donated. 
✓ make sure that buyers take their purchases with them when they go to 

pay (no holding their treasures until they are ready to pick them up). 
 
MEMBERS: 
Bring in all of your garden treasures (that you can bear to part with). Buy more of 
the many irresistible plants than you can possibly plant. 
 
 

PLANT PREPARATION GUIDELINES  
 
FOR DONATIONS OF PLANT STOCK TO PCHS SALES EVENTS 
  
PERENNIALS:   Cleaned, healthy plant stock that is a credit to you as a gardener. 

- Potted in good soil and weed-free (preferably, prepared a couple 
of weeks prior to sale to establish the plant), 

- Labelled with useful information: i.e. name, flower colour, height, 
sun/moisture requirements, etc. 
 

ANNUALS:    Healthy flower, fruit or vegetable seedlings that you are willing to 
donate. 
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OUTING                      August   2023 
 

A bus tour of different public or private gardens and/or nurseries.  Details will be 
announced upon confirmation of the itinerary. 
 
 

 
MEMBERS’ GARDEN TOUR                           JULY 9, 2023             
              

Join us in a full day of visiting a number of gardens that have been generously 
opened to society members and our invited guests from Martintown and St. 
Donat.   
 
Please plan on paying $5.00 for each of the non-member friends you invite. 
 
Full details will be provided in the Buzz and by e-mail as we approach the date 
of the event 

 
TRADING POST  SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 

 
Place:  Arthur Seguin Park, 365 Ave. St-Louis, Pte-Claire. 
This event is designated as a “members only” get-together. 
 
All donations gratefully accepted between 9:00 and 9:45am.  First choice to start 
around 10:00 am 
 

Dig up your garden plants that need a new home.  Bring them to the Trading 

Post and then trade “up” for items from other peoples’ gardens.  Each item 

donated is worth one (or more) ticket that enables you to “buy” more 

treasures.  
 

Please package your plants so that soil will not escape its boundaries. 
 

House plants, Bulbs, Seeds, magazines, etc. are all welcome. 
Please refer to the plant preparation guidelines on page 7. 
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YEAR END PARTY  NOVEMBER 23, 2023 
 
This meeting is designated as a “members only” get-together. 
 

We are offering a different set of activities this time: 
 

Our three creators will assist members in the construction of their holiday 
wreaths.  Participating members are requested to sign up for this activity so that 
we can provide the tools and materials for each item.  The cost for this activity 
will be calculated and announced before you commit. 
 

Those who do not wish to express their creativity at that time will be challenged 
with various puzzles and quizzes.  Prizes will be awarded. 
 

Just for fun:  create and wear an amusing garden hat to the meeting.  There is a 
prize for this, too. 
 
Members are invited to bring finger food to share with everyone - - sweet or 
savory (your choice).  Liquid refreshments will be provided. 
 
SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN (PARADISE PROJECT) 

A flower bed on a portion of city land at the corner of Hymus and Stillview is maintained by 
members of our society.  Plants, time and weeding expertise are provided on a voluntary 
basis.  Those who indicated a desire to help with this project are contacted by either Jane-
Marie Carroll or Linda Dumas on an as-needed basis for a fun maintenance get together. 

 

LIBRARY FLOWERS 

Catherine Pikulik co-ordinates the group of society members who have signed up for this 
activity.  Each person is assigned a date to provide a fresh flower arrangement to the Pte-
Claire library for that week.   

 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

This is the group of people who get together and plan the lectures, outings, workshops and 

year-end party for the coming year.  They decide on the dates of events, whether to meet in 

person or via Zoom, where to go on the bus tour, contact the various members who have 

shown a willingness to open their gardens and any other activity that our membership 

would enjoy.   They usually meet in September and/or October and brainstorm ideas and 

contact the lecturers to assess their willingness to meet with us.  The program is usually 

finalized before the AGM and then posted on our website. 

 


	Life Members

